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Stirchley Neighbourhood Forum 

Draft Minutes of Meeting held on 8th September @7.30pm in Stirchley Community Church 

Present:  16   including; Chair (HM), Vice Chair (RM), Treasurer (PA), Secretary (SC), Cllr Locke 

and members of the Forum’s management committee.   

1. HM welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

She drew attention to the statement on conduct which appears on the Agenda. 

 

2. Apologies; Kerry Leslie, Laura Creaven, Tyler & Mazie Smith, Hannah Coupland 

 

3. Minutes of meeting Monday 14th July 2025 

With one amendment the Minutes were approved as an accurate record.  

 

4. Matters arising from previous meeting 

Re flooding. SC not yet made contact with the relevant person concerning surface water 

flooding. SC 

 

Other items appear under the appropriate headings. 

 

5. Crime & Anti-Social Behaviour 

SC said that WM Police & Crime Commissioner has accepted our invitation to attend our next 

meeting (13th October). 

She has explained our current issues and concerns and referred to his Neighbourhood Policing 

Guarantee which is a key part of his latest strategy. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/f3a0ef4581ca465d9a84215a3db88f5b  

She said that there are 13 Headings to the Strategy with a number of Sub-Headings including;  

Rebuilding Community Policing 

Preventing & Reducing Neighbouring Crime 

Bringing Offenders to Justice 

 

The Plan aims to deliver on this basic aim and that will include, amongst other matters: 

• Continuing to re-build community policing with the Neighbourhood 
Policing Guarantee 

• Tackling violence, in particular violence against women and girls, youth 
violence and knife crime 
• Reducing the number of people killed and seriously injured on our roads 

• Improving the investigation of crime 
• Bringing more offenders to justice 
• Ensuring compliance with the Victims’ Code 

 

Those present were invited to suggest topics and issues to discuss with Simon Foster. 

There then followed a general discussion about issues in Stirchley and WM Police in general.  

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/f3a0ef4581ca465d9a84215a3db88f5b
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The main issue raised was around the prevalence of car crime as appears in WM Now emails. 

Concerns about the increased cost of car insurance were raised. 

PA said that numbers were mentioned at Tasking Meetings but in vague terms. 

 

At previous meetings mention was made of the limited range of offences communicated on WM 

Now which may skew the perception of residents. 

 

Concerns were raised at WM Police continuing to fail to acknowledge that Stirchley has been a 

separate Ward to Bournville for some time. Being amalgamated with Bournville does a disservice 

to Stirchley as it doesn’t acknowledge the differences between the Wards. 

 

There were questions about the lack of continuity in police personnel which will be exacerbated 

when PCSO Blackford retires at the end of the month.  

 

There were questions raised about where the money financing policing goes. Personnel, 

equipment (eg drones) etc. Have more resources been put into answering the phones and 

emails at the expense of neighbourhood policing on the ground? 

 

There was also a general question about clarification of the role of WM Police & Crime 

Commissioner.  

 

 

On the subject of PCSO Blackford retiring this month. SC suggested that the Forum send a 

message to him commemorating his many years of service (especially in Stirchley and to the 

Forum). 

This was unanimously agreed. 

There was a proposal that a gift or voucher be presented to him.  

Thought will be put into how this could be achieved. 

 

Cannabis adverts that have appeared on posts and litter bins were mentioned. It was stated that 

the QR code and the adverts are being removed. 

 

Next Tasking meeting is Saturday 4th October 11am, at Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall.  

PA intends to attend. 

 

6. Planning issues 

A representative of the Cooperative Development was present and was invited to update the 

meeting. 

He said that completion is now likely to be early in 2026. 

There will be 19 Units earmarked for people nominated by the City Council. He confirmed that 

they will be subject to the same rules as the other tenants. 

He said that flooding issues relating to the British Oak were being addressed by Severn Trent. 
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There was then a brief discussion about the Stirchley Cooperative Community Plan relating to 

the vacant site next to Aldi. 

The next meeting will be on 23rd September at Stirchley Baths. 

https://www.stirchley.coop/stirchley-community-plan-2-3-shape-and-form/  

 

 

SC said that there have been a higher than usual number of applications for extensions to 

dwelling houses over the last month or so. 

 

2025/04212/PA 1726-1728 Pershore Road – change of use from shop to 6 bedroom HMO.  

This is near the garage opposite to Cotteridge School. 

Cllr Locke said that there was opposition from local residents. 

It was agreed that the application by opposed. 

 

2025/01800/PA 23 Hudsons Drive. Application for a dwelling house to be used as residential 

accommodation for one person. No decision yet made. 

 

2025/02892/PA 45 Hazelwell Road (new end terrace house attached to semi-detached houses in 

Plymouth Road at the corner with Hazelwell Road). No decision yet made.  

Residents said it was difficult to see how the building could be achieved given the changes 

already made to the existing buildings. 

  

2025/02234/PA & 2025/02209/PA Application from Greggs concerning the left-hand new unit 

next to the British Oak, including ventilation units, outside seating and illuminated signs. 

This had been agreed, along with a similar application for the second unit by Card Factory last 

year. 

 

Pineapple Road station works 

SC said that she had attended one of the recent drop-in sessions where she was amongst 

people who had expressed concern about the arrangements for Diversions during the work on 

the new station and railway bridge.  

 

Rev Tariro Makoja said that she wasn’t aware of residents having issues relating to the 

diversion of No.27 bus. 

She confirmed that vehicles were travelling through the Estate from Pineapple Road to Cartland 

Road with sat navs indicating that this was a suitable diversion route. 

 

SC said that, when Cartland Road was completely closed, vehicles used Newlands Road as a 

diversion route and some were continuing to do so. 

 

https://www.stirchley.coop/stirchley-community-plan-2-3-shape-and-form/
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It is understood that three-way traffic lights may be required at various times with work 

scheduled to continue until late October. 

 

SC said that she was told that trains may start to run early next year and will be included in the 

December timetable change to facilitate this. 

 

7. Networking  

Cllr Locke will be holding an advice surgery on 4th Wednesday of every month at Morrisons 
Community Room between 4pm – 5.30pm 
Her surgeries on the first Friday of the month 10.30 - midday at Stirchley Baths will continue. 
There may be changes to the dates in some months due to other commitments. August surgery 
will be the second Friday in the month. 

 
 HM mentioned a consultation which has been launched about proposed changes to bus services 
and traffic regulations relating to the 45 and 47 bus routes. 
Details of the plans relating to Stirchley and Dogpool can be found here 
https://crosscitybus.commonplace.is/proposals/v3/longbridge-hamstead?step=step3  
This is the link to the Survey 
https://crosscitybus.commonplace.is/  
You can also comment  
By email to crosscitybus@tfwm.org.uk  

By phone at TfWM Customer Servicse 0345 303 6760 (option 2 then option 3) 
By mail to 16 Summer Lane, Birmingham B19 3SD 
 

There is an event on Saturday 4th October between 12 noon and 3pm at the Midlands Arts 
Centre where you can meet the TfWM team and find out more. 

 
 
Heritage Open Day and Birmingham Heritage Week will be held in Stirchley on Saturday 20 th 

September.  
SC and PA said that here will be a one off opening of the Cyclists’ Coffee Shop in the Community 
Church, serving light refreshments 
SC asked for volunteers able to help on the day to contact her. 
 

8. Any Other Business 

A resident raised the issue of pollution in the River Rea near the outfall of the stream which 

comes under the canal, railway and Pershore Road. 

They said that the water was grey and foul smelling, although this was often masked by 

detergent. 

SC said that she had recently come across Severn Trent employees testing the water and they 

said that there was no problem. She also pointed up the grating was blocked by branches 

together reducing the flow of water into the Rea. 

It wasn’t known if there was anyone in the area voluntarily testing the river water. 

 

The meeting ended at 8.50 pm 

 

https://crosscitybus.commonplace.is/proposals/v3/longbridge-hamstead?step=step3
https://crosscitybus.commonplace.is/
mailto:crosscitybus@tfwm.org.uk
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Next meeting will be held on Monday 13th October with WM Police & Crime Commissioner. 

 

 

Disclaimer notice on behalf of the Stirchley Neighbourhood Forum Management Committee 

1. The Management Committee does not normally have prior knowledge of items which will be 

raised as Any Other Business, but the Management Committee will help facilitate such items 

where it does have prior knowledge, and which are in the interests of Stirchley. 

2. The Forum is not aligned to any political party or one group and hence will hold a neutral 

stance in all political items which are raised at the meetings; the Forum may take a stance 

(positive/negative) on planning applications discussed at the meeting or on changes to 

community/neighbourhood services which affect the Forum area 

3. The Forum’s Management Committee will not allow a person or organisation to use the 

Forum’s meeting as a means to any political end. 

4. All residents and businesses within the Forum’s area have the right to attend and speak at the 

meeting.  Business owners, not resident within the forum area, have a right to attend and speak 

at SNF meetings, but they cannot make up quorum. 

5. The Forum or its Management Committee will not be held responsible for leaflets or other 

media which is handed out by third parties either at or following the Forum’s meeting.  The 

views of any such leaflets or other communication are those of the distributor/publisher and not 

necessarily those of the Neighbourhood Forum. 


