Stirchley Neighbourhood Forum
Draft Minutes of Meeting held on 13* April 2026 @7.30pm in Stirchley Community Church

Present: 20 including; Chair (SC), Vice Chair (RM), Treasurer (PA), members of the Forum’s
management committee & Clir Mary Locke.

1. SC welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded those present that it was not a
political meeting.

2. Apologies; Heather Kelly & Kerry Leslie,
Minutes of meeting 9" March 2026
These were accepted as a true record

4. Matters Arising
The meeting was informed that a Freedom of Information request had been made
concerning issues related the water pollution in Stirchley. The answer came that there
had been 27 reports/complaints. It was suggested that anyone making a complaint
should make clear that it is a complaint rather than a report.
It is possible to pinpoint the location of the issue by using What3Words app.
No one present had tried to make a complaint/report since the March meeting.

A BCC Officer visited the site of the resident’s complaint and identified that the issue
arose with a local business. It is understood that actions to resolve the issue are ongoing.

SC said that she had registered with earthwatch and had obtained a water testing kit to
be used between 24" and 27" April.
A couple of residents expressed interest in assisting with the process.

SC said that there had been some interest in Birmingham River Champions. She is
checking with BCC whether the Forum will again be covered by the BCCinsurance and
will make further enquiries.

A resident said that the bin on Vicarage Road Bridge was again overflowing with rubbish.
SC said that the bin base in Bournville Lane has not been removed.

5. Crime & Anti-Social Behaviour
PA reported back on the Tasking meeting she had recently attended.

It was not yet clear what difference the recently introduced changes to neighbourhood
policing will make but it might be possible to introduce citizen Speed Watch in the area.

She said that issues around young cyclists riding in numbers along the canal towpath
towards Kings Norton having met at the back of Sainsbury’s in Selly Oak were mentioned.
Other people noted people riding electric cycles at speed along the river path.



There had been parking issues and thefts from shops.
PA said that parking infringement tickets are now issued online so there are no tickets on
the windscreen.

PA said that, in light of issues in previous years, they were informed that Bournville
Festival this year will end at 6pm with improved security.

Next meeting 6™ June (PA unable to attend).

SC said that it is hoped that another Drop In session at Stirchley Library will be held
(bearing in mind lessons learnt from the previous one). Changes to shift patterns aren’t
yet clear.

A resident raised the issue of vehicles parked on ‘Triangle Park’ adjacent to the
Community Church.

Planning issues

Heather Kelly (HK) was unable to attend due to ill-health.

She reported that any new applications were domestic in nature.

SC said that the application in respect of 1484 Pershore Road for change of use from a
Dog Grooming Parlour to a café and hot food takeaway (2025/06996/PA) had been
refused and an appeal lodged.

It was noted that there had been a recent rise in the number of Appeals.

Networking

SC raised the issue of the Big Lunch & the Big Help Out (5%- 8" June). This could be a
number of small events. Another possibility could be an American Supper style event
where those attending contributed some food.

It could also be people contributing some voluntary time over a couple of hours to a one-
off project.

The question of temporary road closure was mentioned. It wasn’t clear whether there
would be a charge for this.

SC also raised Heritage Open Days & Birmingham Heritage Week (11™ — 20" September).
She is trying to make contact with the British Oak and Hazelwell Allotments who are both
celebrating their centenary this year.

It is hoped that the Community Church (Institute) can be opened again and the Bowling
Club at the British Oak again involved.

The deadline for registering events in Birmingham is 29" July.

ClIr Locke said that the Mobile Household Waste Centre will be visiting Morrisons car
park on 27" April 7.30am 12.30pm.



8. Any Other Business
It was noted that train services at Pineapple Road station commenced on 7t April.
SC said that she had been told that the CTV onsite is monitored centrally on an ongoing
basis.

A representative of the Cooperative Development stated that negotiations about the
future of the development are ongoing.
It is now scheduled for completion at the end of May.

SC said that she had been asked for feedback on the new Food Waste Collection service.
It seems that some in Bournville Lane had not been collected.

There was concern about the number of bins that don’t seem to have been used.

There is some uncertainty about what can be included, eg cooked food and egg shells.
Although compostable bags had been supplied this was a one off and the instructions say
that any bags can be used (or none at all) as the bags are being disposed of. Clarification
would be helpful.

Residents reported issues with refuse being left outside 44 Bournville Lane.

Friends of Stirchley Park are looking for some new blood to bring the organisation back to
life as they are now very short of members. SC said that the Forum would be happy to
help publicise the issue.

They also highlighted issues with food and wrappings being discarded in Stirchley Park
which can cause issues if dogs or other animals eat them and rodents are also

encouraged.

A resident mentioned that Ladbrokes would be closing towards the end of the month.
It is not known what will happen to the building.

SC mentioned that Hustings for the Council elections in Stirchley Ward would be held on
27" April at the Community Church. Al candidates invited to attend.

She also mentioned City Nature Challenge recording wildlife between 24™ and 27" April.

The meeting ended at 8.40.
Next meeting will be held on Monday 11™ May.

Disclaimer notice on behalf of the Stirchley Neighbourhood Forum Management Committee

1. The Management Committee does not normally have prior knowledge of items which will be
raised as Any Other Business, but the Management Committee will help facilitate such items
where it does have prior knowledge, and which are in the interests of Stirchley.

2. The Forum is not aligned to any political party or one group and hence will hold a neutral
stance in all political items which are raised at the meetings; the Forum may take a stance



(positive/negative) on planning applications discussed at the meeting or on changes to
community/neighbourhood services which affect the Forum area

3. The Forum’s Management Committee will not allow a person or organisation to use the
Forum’s meeting as a means to any political end.

4. All residents and businesses within the Forum’s area have the right to attend and speak at the
meeting. Business owners, not resident within the forum area, have a right to attend and speak
at SNF meetings, but they cannot make up quorum.

5. The Forum or its Management Committee will not be held responsible for leaflets or other
media which is handed out by third parties either at or following the Forum’s meeting. The
views of any such leaflets or other communication are those of the distributor/publisher and not
necessarily those of the Neighbourhood Forum.



